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The Award Winning project consisted of the construction of a new public plaza – the 
Vietnam Memorial - along the main branch of the Chicago River between State Street 
and Wabash Avenue. The project included: demolition and removal of existing windows 
and frames in the State Street Bridge House; stairweIls, curbs, mooring posts, and 
railings along the dock wall edge; lower level foundations, walls, and stairs; and the 
balustrade in the upper level comer of State Street and Wacker Drive. Project included 
construction of stairs along the east side of the State Street Bridge House and 
switchback ramps with associated stairs along the north side of Wacker Drive, the 
construction of sloping lawns and planter boxes between the ramps and placement of 
trees, shrubs, and flowers in the lawn sand boxes, completion of the unfinished terrace 
lawn construction at the east end of the plaza, construction of a Vietnam Memorial 
Fountain in the main lower level plaza, and construction of curtain walls and louvers to 
close off the lower level plaza from Lower Wacker Drive. Installation of granite pavers to 
create the main lower level plaza and installation of limestone and/or granite cladding on 
all exposed vertical concrete elements were also completed.  
 
Client:  Chicago Department of Transportation 
Services Provided:  

• Management of design issues during construction 
• Full-time inspection and observation of all contractors’ operations 
• Material testing 
• Address the needs the of the businesses and residents 
• Inspection and documentation of all traffic control 
• Chairing weekly progress meetings 
• Document daily work production 
• Prepare contractor’s pay estimates and change orders 
• Prepare final documentation and record drawings 


